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To. the Right Honourable | 
Sir RICHARD LEPVET, Lord-Mayor ; 
And tlie Right Worſhipful 

_ - The Aldermen and Sheriffs of the 
_.__.* City of London. 


Right Honourable and Right Worſhipful, 

T is at the Deſire of the Worthy Members of theſe 

| Societies, that I make This their Publick, and 
Thankful Achnowledgment of the Countenance and In- 
conragement you were pleaſed to give to this Pious and 
Chriſtian Deſign, by ſo Full an Appearance upon this 


_— | f | 
our Preſence there in Tour Formalitics did not only 
ſpeak Your Approving their Undertaking, but did in 
effet give Life and Credit toit ; and in a manner 
engage Your Anthority and Aſſiſtance where it may be 
neceſſary. 

FA ; onght to be the Paſſionate Deſire, ſo muſt it 
be the Study and Conſtant Endeavour of every Sincere 
Chriſtian, (who loves God above all, and bis Neigh- 
bour as himſclf,) 'to Promote in his Place and _ 

2 8g 


-- The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


the Honour of our Great Lord and Saviour Chriſt ; 
and that Nobleſt 7 AII Charities, which aims at the 
Eternal as well as Temporal Welfare of Mankind. 

Now theſe very Valuable Ends. are moſt apparently 
ferwed, and will be beſt compaſſed, when Men of 
Power and Wealth, and Reputation and, Intereſt, A- 
vowedly:ſet Themſelves; and Unite, to Diſcourage all 
Profaneneſs, Debauchery, Immorality,' as ' well by all 
Legal Ways of Suppreſſmng. them, as by Their Own 
Exemplary Pradtice of Piety, Juſtice, Sobriety, Humi- 
lity, Charity, and all other Chriſtian Graces and. Ver- 
THEF. f =o 

 T ſhall be wery glad if. this Plain Diſcourſe may he 
Uſeful in any meaſure. to Animate the Zeal and Courage 
of thoſe Wiſe and Faithful Servants who are already 
about their Maſter s Buſineſs : Or to Awaken any of 
the more Inconſiderate and Secure . Profeſſors of our 
Holy Religion to a Senſe of their Duty and Intereſt in. 
This, or gay other Particular. To which End I pray - 
God to bleſs it to every Reader.” I am, ” 


+ Right Honourable and: Right Workhipful, | 


- Your Moſt Faithful, Humble Seryant,, -. 


' \ 
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For them that honour me; I will honour-;. 


and they that deſpiſe me , ſhall . be. liebtly. 


efteemed, _ 


. _ by one of his Prophets to Ez his Prieſt. This - 
_ Eh, who might otherwiſe be a Good Man himſelf, 
as far as appears, is ſharply reproved for 'want of 
Zeal, and for groſs Neglett of the Honour of his God. ' This . 


T' ESE Words are part of a Meflage ſent from God! 


with all the Severity he ought, or :not Chaſtifing - with all | 
the Authority which he had, the flaming Impieties and Villa- 
nies of :his. two. Profligate and 'Scandalons Sons: : For the-- 
horrid Crimes of: theſe his Children, and his own Remiſs- 
neſs, -and not endeavouring to hinder or chaſtiſe them, as : 
his. CharaQer required, He, and his whole Houſe or-Family, . 


are here threatned with a long Train. of Miſeries, and with': 


an untimely Death. 


The Words I have propoſed. to be the SubjeRt"of your:Se- 
rious Thoughts and Chriſtian Meditations, at this Time; and 
on, this:Solemn Occafion, are .a RefſeGion God. Mm 3 5 

Pie ; 


'UY 
Negledt ſhew'd it ſelf. too apparently, in _ his not .Rebuking : *' 
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pleaſed to make on this His Condut, and as it were a Reaſon 
and Juſtification of His Procedure, in regard as well to E/; 
himſelf as to his ungodly Poſterity, thoſe Sons of Belial who 
hnew not the Lord. - CE INEIIIEED - 

We have in them, 1ſt A very important and indiſpenſa- 
ble Duty, expreſſed both in a poſitive and in a negative way 
or manner, viz. That we ovght at all Times, and in all Ca- 
ſes, and by all Ways and Mcans, to Honour Almighty God, 
and in no wiſe, in no caſe, to Diſhonour or to Deſpiſe his 
Tremendous Majeſty. 2dly, We have this great Duty urged 
and bound upon us with a Promiſe of the greateſt Good, in 
caſe we perform it.as we ought : God will then honour us ; 
and enforced with'a Threatning of the ſoreſt Evil, in caſe 
we refuſe, and fin againſt God in ſo ſhameleſs an Inſtance : 
We ſhall be lightly eſtcem'd, fall under the greateſt Con- 
tempt and Diſregard both of God, and all wiſe and good 
Men, all his Friends and Children : For them that honour me, 
1 will honour ; and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly efteemed, 
faith the Lord. | OS. 
_ ln diſcourſing on thefe Words, with Relation had all 
along to the Reaſon of our Aſſembling at this Time, and in 
this Place, T ſhall uſe this Method. . | 

T. I ſhall confider and enquire into the Nature of: the 
Duty ; an ſhall ſhew how, and in what manner, wedochiefly 
honaur God ; as alſo how and in what mantter, and in vhat 
Inſtances Men do principally deſpiſe and diſhonour Him: © 
II. I ball conſider the Chief of thofe' Reafons on which 
this Duty is founded, and the Obligations we areunder to 
comply therewith z, and therey ſhew the grear Unreaſonable- 
neſs, uniccountable Folly and Madneſs 'of © theſe | wretched 
Men who dare deſpiſe and vilifte their Creator, their Lord 
and their Judge. ', - - . - - &: 

111. 4 ſhall make ſome Application. 


I. Then 
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I. Then-as to the Nature and proper inſtances of this Du- 
ty : Wedo honour God, 

Iſt. When we have ſuch'True and Honourable Notices and 
Conceptions of God as are worthy of Him, and ſuitable to 
the Tranſcendency of his Being :. When removing far'trom 
him all Defe&s and Imperfeftions whatſoever,, we do! own 
and often refle& upon him as a Being of al} poilible Perte&ti- 
on ;, of ſuch Power, Wildom, Goodnets, and Holinels, as 


we are not able tocomprehend: When we acknowledge him. 


to be, as the: Firſt Cauſe, ſo too the Laſt End, the Froper, 
Only-Compleat Happineſs of all Capable, Intelligent Beings, 
Angels and Men. | 
2dly, We do then honour God, when all the inward 
Aﬀections» and Diſpoſitions of our Souls are centred upon 
God, and turn'd towards him in fuch manner as theſe right 
Apprehenſions do dirett and Require. We honour God then, 
when we live under a conſtant, awful Regard to his All- 
ſeeing Eye : When we revere his Greatneſs, and Power, and 
Juſtice, and adore his Wifdom and Holineſs: with the loweſt 
Proftration of our Spirits : When weeſteemand love him as 
the Sovereign Good, with a vaſt Preference to the whole 
World,: and All that is therein ; When we deſire, above all 
Things, to Pleaſe him; and to Promote the Kingdom of our 


Bleſſed -Lord,:and Advance his Honour and Glory to the, 
higheſtpitch,: both in our own, and in the Hearts of all we 


can anyway influence and prevail upon : When we fear no- 
thing fo much as the Loſs or: Diminution .of his Favour and 
Kindneſs to us : 'When we receive all things as from his Hand, 
with Thankfulneſs for the Good, and Patience, and Reſigna- 
tion, and Submiſſion to. the Wiſdom of his Providence in 
all Afidtions or Evils: that 'befal us-or ours. -' In a word, we 
honour God, when: we depend. upon God, and truſt in him 
alone; for all good Things, all that we are mach concern'd 
for z and cleave unto him, as to the Effential, Radical Life, 
and Reſt and. Peace, and the Only True, Supreme, Final 
Happineſs of our Immortal Souls. gdly, 


bs 
M. 
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3dly, We: honour: God, when: upon- a deliberate, well- 
weighed Choice, we come to a wile, ſettled Reſolution (all 
Objections and Difficulties conſidered, and anſwered to our 
ſelves) to make the Service of God, or a cloſe Adherence to 
all our Duty, in Hopes of that Eternal Lite which Chriſt hath 
purchaſed, and: hath promiſed to all that Love, Believe, 
and Obey him, the Great Afﬀair and Project, the Leading 
Maſter-Deſign of our whole Lives. We honour God, when 
we ſubmit and ſubordinate all our Appetites and Paſſions, 
all our Aims, Intereſts, Actions, and Occurrences of our 
Lives ty that Magnum Oportet, that One Thing needful, our 
Bleſſed Saviour demands and inſiſts upon, Lke 10. 42. vis. 
So to learn and know the Gracious Purpoſes of God, and 
the Merciful Undertakings and Performances of our Blefſed 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in order to the Redemption and Salva- 
tion: of all True Believers, as that we make-it our Chief Bu- 
nefs and Daily Endeavour to live up 'to the Terms of the 
GoſpeL We honour God, when 'tis our higheſt Ambition, 
when we eſteem it our Trueſt Honour, our Joy, our Glo- 
ry, and our Crown, to be as like to him as poſſibly we can 
10 all. his Moral Perfeftious : When we do our belt, to: be 
Holy as heis Holy ; to:be Juſt, and True, Good and Mer- 
ciful; Patient and Long-ſuffering, Compaſſionate and For- 
giving. as he is. In ſhort, we honour God, when we make 
it-our Firſt Care and Conſtant Employment to attend upon 
him-in this World,: and to glorifte him with our Souls and 
our Bodies ; frequently to contemplate his Nature, to love 
and admire his Goodneſs, to (tudy and know, and chearfully 
to do and (uffer his Will. 

4thly, When we: have ſuch true: Apprehenfions, and have 
made.{uch due Refiexions-on the Nature: and Effſential Attri- 
butes of ' God,:and onthe:Relation we ſtand in tohim;' both 
28: we are Men and as we :are Chriſtjans,' that: our Souls are 
effetually, tnrn'd towards. God and Goodneſs, and centered 
.gpon him: When with a firm-purpoſe of Heart, AQs 11. 23. 


we 
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we cleave nnto the Lord; and when our Hope towards God, that 
there ſhall be a Reſurreion, prevails with us (as it did with 
_ St. Paul, Aﬀs 24; 14; 15.) Herein #0 exerciſe our ſelves, to 
have always a Conſcience void of Offence toward God, and to 
ward Men: We may and muſt then Honour God, and give 
or bring Glory to Him, in the moſt eminent and viſible man- 
ner we are able, upon all Occaſions that offer. 

Honour is moſt properly an open Declaration by our 
Words, or other current Marks of Reſpeft, of that Value 
and Eſteem we have for him whom we pretend to honour. 
We do therefore honour God moſt ſignally, when we make 
that Regard we have for him, that Reverence we bear to him, 
evident to others. This we do atall times, by an holy, ex- 
emplary, .unreprovable Converſation, an avowed Care and. 
Study to pleafe him above All, and an hear.y Endeavour to 
refemble him in all we are able. | 

We farther. apparently honour God, when we have the 
Courage to profeſs ourſelves, upon all juſt Occifions, to be 
his Friends, and Servants, and Children : When we let all 
Men ſee, that no Secular Intereſt, no Authority, or Power, 
no Example, tho' of never ſo great Men, no Cuſlom, tho' 
never (o general, can prevail with us to ſin againſt GoJ, or 
to let goany Partof our Integrity out of a baſe Compliance 
with the Sins or Follies of others; As alſo when we are ready 
to ſuffer. any Diſgrace or Indignity for the Sake of Chriſt, 
and in order to the Advancement ot his Glory, and Erccting 
and Promoting his Kingdom in the Hearts and Lives of ocher 
Men, as well-as in our own. | 

In Concluſion, We do then moſt properly and truly bring 
Honour and Glory to God, ' when by theſe, and all other 
Good Works, all Inſtances, Fruits, and Effects, of 'an vn- 
feigned, lively Faith, and Hope, and Love to-God, and: for 
his Sake to all our Brethren, 'we do make our' Light ſo to ſhine 
before Men, that they may be trought over to the Obedience 

'B 


cf 
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of the Fainh, and lturn wwrkne to glcefffe one Farkbtr which i; 
in Herver, Matth. 54. 16. rn P1=> end akk 
- Now, as we do honour God:by theſeand the like ways, as 
hh been ſhewed; ſo, when we at fromequite other Princi- 
ples, have diferentAinns and Views, and live by Meafures 
dire@ly oppoſite to theſe, we dv as- certainly. deſpiſe and dif- 
horour him.. Twill give ſome Particular Inſtances. 
” 1ſt../'Then Men do deſpiſe and. affront God, when they, 
directly, or. indirealy, by any ſuppoſed: neceſſary Conſe- 
querece,  difpate or deny his Being, or: any of. his Effemial. 
Attributes z ſach as are his Goodneſs, Power, Providence, 
bis -Jaſt and Wiſe Admmiſtration of this lower World: 
When they deny that he concerns himſelf in the AQtons, 
God: or Evil, of the Sons. of Men, or that he. will:jadge- 
the World herea'ter in:Righteouſneſls. | | 
They difpiſe God who ſt themſelves. to disbelieve his: 
Word in gere:a). tho? it. carries with mall the Evxdences of 
Efath it is.capable of + and' many more than any of rhoſe- 
Fads or Hiſtories do, of which no Man donbts; or -at leaft. 
will believe-no more of the Dottrines and Afertions there 
delivered, than their ſhallow, carnal, and prejudic'd Reaſon: 
can comprehend.. dere ade bas 
 2dly, Men do defpiſe God, - when they far renounte- 
is Authority, and the Right he has to govern and diſpoſe: 
of them, as that they chuſe to live in the Praftice of any. 
known Sin whatever::: When they have no Regard to his. 
Ezws and Will, make no Conſcience of: committing delibe- 
rately and frequently-thoſe Crimes wich 'hethreaters with. 
Eternal Death. | «ce ren aa te 
 _2dly, Men delpiſe God, when they live in:an open and} 
avowd Neglet of the Solemn Publick Worfhip-of God on- 
the Lord's Days, or the Chriſtian Sabbaths,: ſet apart by all 
Chriſtians, in alt Ages of che Chardh, forthe Hearing and. 
Preaching the Word of God'; the Biiilding-up and Eſtabliſh-. 
ing. us.in our moſt. Holy Faith, the Exerciſe and. Improve-- 
ment. 


ts the Sotietres for Reforaiadiex of Monzevs. 1% 
-mcnt of all thoſe Graces and Vertues which the Goſpel trach- 
as, and by themoſt proper Argaments oblige us to-praftile, 
| * ouder to: ur Jalvatioen ; As akowhenthey wholly negleft 
pray co Gad, and: wo priſe him, both in their Cluſets and 
antics: For what is 40: deſpife God, if thisbe not; 
to have not manner of Regard to-hin, no ſort of Concers 
with hin?> Never £2 have God named in their Houſes, ex- 
cept. in; Oaths and horrid Blaſphemings:> Never to have the 
preciQus Blood and. ſalitary Wounds of the Blefled Jeſus, 
the Saviour of the World, mentioned, except as Expletives 
or Ornaments of their wicked or impertinens Talk ? And 
-no Prayer made to God, thronghout the Year, except that 
he would. damn the Wretch that makes it, or others that 
came Hu his. way 2. 

And hezeE cannot but reflect ow: the viſible and ſcandalous 
Negle@ and Omiltan of the daly Publi.k Prayers of our 
Church: We of the Eſtabliſhed Religion in this Nation, 
have this conſiderable. Advantage, I take it, over all cther 
.Sedts and Denominations of Chriſtans: amorg vs, That. we 
are required. by our Conſtitution, and: atuaHly have Oppor- 
tunity m many of our Churches, and: at almoſt alli conveni- 
ent Heurs, to-aſſemble our ſelves every Day in Gods Houſe; 
and there ta do him; opers Homage an: Service, by render- 
ung our Publick, Thanks for all, both Publick and. Private 
Mexcies, we receive; 40d this a:oljng. his Prove io be glori- 
92s, Plat. 661 2. And indeed, our thus catering daily inte - 
God's Gates mithh Thunhsgioing, ah forto bis Conrbs with 
{ROYes being apeniy: thavkfib ruto bins, aud bleſeny his Nome, 

ſin reat Cong isto- honeor and glorife. him in 

tie mol proper a area wang 3 Homour . 

tory prmardg” 11 Imporemg: manifeft Feltimony we 

—_y tac high Eſirem, awifil kegand, :and Reverencs; we 

bear Ead;; wha, like other Princes; ismoſt'hw» 

noured, | when. petdickiy atcadaii with the greateft Trixim of 
RES 


- 
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- All Men, as well as Chriſtians, do agree, - that God is 
more properly, becauſe more vifibly and conſpicuouſly, he- 
noured by theſe our Common and United, than by ourPri- 
vate Addreſſes. And fince:God's Honour and Glory ought to 
be our firſt Care, and chief Buſineſs, I know not how' thoſe 
who have Opportunity, (as every Pariſh in” this City would 
certainly have, could they be perſuaded to'mike a Conſcien- 
tious Ute of it,) and might ſind leiſure (as enough might do 
co fill all our Churches every Morning and Evening, would 
they ſeriouſly contrive it) will anſwer to God the conſtant, 
wilful Refuſal of their- giving Honour to his Name, and 
promoting both the Nation's. and their Own Private Wet- 
tare, by their-fervent, united Petitions and Supplications to 
God. . Our United and Common Prayers havea particular 
Promiſe over and above any Man's ſolitary Devotions, Matth. 
13. 20. Where two or three are gathered together in my Name, 


there am. in the mids of them, \(aith our Lord and: Maſter. 


And the Reaſon holds -in Proportion, (and indeed more 
{trongly 3) for Two or Fhree Hundred, or'much greater Num- 
bers, gathered'together, with an expreſs Deſign to worſhip 
and glorifie God, inand for Jeſus Chriſt ; and to make Pro- 
feſſion before all the World, of that Value, and Love, and 
Service they have for him; and to ſhine as Lights in the 
midſt of a perverſe and crooked Generation-: For this daily 
Publick Attendance upon God in his Holy Ordinances,ought, 
and certainly will, ſtrongly oblige all thoſe who give it, in 
all other their Deportment to live ſuitably to their Honour- 
able Profeſſion and Pretence z to be blameleſs and harmleſs, 
' the Sons of God, without Rebuke, Phil. 2. 15. / - 

But here it muſt be confeſſed, that we are at a terrible Loſs 
for the Countenance and Example: of the Great and Wiſe 
Men, and the Rich Men of this World. They-etther have 
no Leiſure, or no Inclination, or perhaps, for want of *ha- 
ving Thought at all upon' this Matter, are willing - to te- 
lieve they have no Obligation thus to make their Court to 

the 
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the Supreme; but Inviſible Majeſty of :Heaven-and Earth.; and 
to. find: Time every. Day, when they have no'juſt:Reaſon 
whereby-to: excuſe themſelves, for: honouring! God in his 
own Houſe. . 'But:werethis-Matterconfidered, as: it'deſerves, 
and' were Men under a conſtant Senſe, that they have no-Bu- 
ſineſs -which ſo- nearly concerns them, as'to glorifie God 
with, or in their Bodies, and in their Spirits, which are God's, 
1-Cor. 6; ( becauſe they are bought with a Price, redeem'd 
with the Blood of the Son of God, ard ſo are not their own,) 
and to ſave their own Souls; all the Churches in the Town 
might be as full every Day as the Excharge, or any other 
Place of. the moſt Publibk Concourſe, is at any time. 

And I cannot butadd, That ſoon after the Reformation 
began in-this Nation, Churches, as I have been credibly in- 
form'd;, were as much crowded every Day, when the-Prayers 


of the Church alone were uſed, as they have fince been at 


the Sermons of: the moſt:popular and celebrated Preachers : 
And if, we will compare the Manners of this with that 
much more Pious and leſs Scandalous :Age, we may, per- 
haps, impute the Difference in ſome meaſure to our different 
Conduct in this Particular. 

_ perhaps, be thought to have inſiſted too much on 


this:Su 


honoured, and 'how much. true Piety would (be +improvy'd, 
and conſequently mens Lives amended by the daily conſcien- 
tious Attendance upon Him in his Houſe, in order to all theſe 
truly :Nob'e and Defirable Ends. For, by the foame Reaſon 


that a 'toti] Negle@ of obſerving the Lord's Day, - or the. 


Chriſtian 'Sabbath,. would in a little time extinguiſh all Senſe. 
of God and Religion, and ſink a Nation into tte Brutality 


of Atheiſm ;'the Conſtant Publick Worſhip of God muſt tend - 


to the increaſe of ſolid Piety,. and of ather Chriſtian Graces 
and Virtuesinall thoſe who have the Wiſdom: and Gratitude 


ject, by thoſe who have not yet, or will not calmly * 
conſider, how greatly, how worthily and apparently Ged is. 


'S | 
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-bo dedicate formack af 'their.Gane © the! Honour -of their 
Kaker and Redcemer ; 2nd the.caro of thei bneaortal Souls. 


Hoxwover I ſhall noe lofe his Opparemity of reflciting up- 
on mnother thing of this Nature; winch, L alt Deovout 


Good Men of the Communion of the - of - England, 
will think needs Refarmatien. That Dey which our Church 
fet3 aparoevery Year for the Sokemn Commemaratian of the 
Paſhon of our Saviour, hath fo different an Aſpect frant that 
on which we Celebrate his Nativity; that no one woukd think 
they were both deſigned to the Honour, or with any Regard 
tadro; ther fame Perion. | 

Now ſurely, no ene wall deny, but that 3 Devout amt Pub- 
tick Anniverſary Commemoratian of the Neathaf ourdear- 
eft Lord evidendly fet forth before owr eyer,; and az Mt wene cruci+ 
fect amons us, eGal4.n.) 11> the of the Church; ww ve- 
Ty proper to awaken. and excite: 18: us fach a bvely? fevſc-of 
the-Lore «f God, and'ob our Dying: Saviour: toanands 15; as 
-may ſerve more ſtrongly to {1 our Kefplitions: of living 
-more-to Him who- redeenid vs from: Eternal. Neath. by his 
ſhedding his Heart-Bloud for. us. Thas aiilktbe Glory of 
God, and of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be advaneed; not onthe by 
-our open Thankſgiving for- theſe uakpeikable- Mercies, but 
on by our new Engagements, to« {lindy tapkaſc:Him. in. all 
mMmIngs. | TR) IT 

T oube not but that all. the:Clerggrin.and about this Cuy, 
would joyfully embrace this Qcealidn,'bethiaf Preacbingin 
alt-their Churches, and Adminiſwing the: anos 
well on this:day, as:they generally db upon the Feaſt of the 
Nativity of our Lord ; icoulditheir People beperfanded to 
obſervetlws Day with the ſane Devwdtionthey:do:thavather. 
And 'tis to. be that all Men. of Powgr./amd Jotwreft 
and Buſineſs, and'of'a wellinform'd Plarypand/Zcalifor-their 
Biefſed Lord's Honour, who 'profels* thamſtives: robe Mem 
bers of our Chuvcti, wilt upon: a.due Con fideramanr:of this 
Matter, find themſelves obliged to ſhew the ſame Pious Re- 
gard 
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ard; $9; the; Publick Memorial of the Paſſion of 'our. Re- 
lecn [afthey dams of: his. "og the Reaſonsare 
of thefe Salemanitics.. And both the Authority and Praftice of 
almoſt the whole. Chriſtian ' Church, the fame im both of 
them. 

The ConſFntig Examples of good Numbers of ſuch Con- 
ſiderate and..well-diſpaled Perigps, (if; it ſhould nat. be 
thought tic for Authority to-interpole here) may probably 
go Aa Fa at way. ia Redreſling an. Indecency (to ſpeak the 
mildeſt) which looks ſo: very: ill, if not ſcandalous, in a 
Chciſtian:City,z. and. more ſo in one where the Way or Wor- 
ſhip of the Church of. Eeglaud is by. Law: eſtabliſhed; -: | 
. The only Objection which I can foreſee will be made. by 
any of our: Communion, is froa the ſuſpending . or. {top- 
ping of Trade fora few. Hours at a but tine 5 which, it 
=_ be canfelt, looks a little like a-Conteſt between Gad and 
Mammen, which of,them ſhall be ſerv'd at that JinGure. - But 
eriainly. this: may eaſily be adjuſted by the Mutoal Agree- 
menc ob: {ych truly. devour Chriſtians as value 'the 'nexe 
World: more. thin this, 

And indeed, that Amor ſceleratns habexd;, that over-eager ' 
love' of, end; puriuit after the. World, 7. e.. thee. tran tory 
things, which tuffers the Love of God iomke no Rot, have 
—— ia ſuch mens hea.ts, iS R2 way be tr fubdaed than 
by an At:entive Meditation on the Croſs of Chriſt, and thoſe - 
High: and Holy: Lefſons we. may; kara from the. Life, and 
Death of. the Bleile | Jeſus; Cogitemns .cracem' gjus Of divitiss 
hitnm)/ put ehivrgy. HiexOn, Let 'us confiler;.well the Crols 
of: Chriſt, -and. we:ſthall loo upon great Wealth as a' great: 
deal of, Dirt-only ; and upon, tha: Poverty of. Spi it, that. 
Contempt of-the Things of this World, 'm Compariion with 
thab Kingdom of Heaven, Chriſt -hath purchaſed, for, and 
proamiled- to all: his, and'all other &yanpelical Graces;; as the 

IT 
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And doubtleſs the Honour of Almighty God (which'my 
Subjett leads me-to- conſider 'in all Cafes) would be more 
viſibly-promoted ; and the grateful Senſe -we ought always 
toHhave of what our Lord hath ſuffered. for us, more Decent- 
1y, as wel as Generally expreſſed -in our Chriſtian Congre- 
gations, if thoſe many Thouſands who .have their Heads 
and-Hands: as full of their- Secutar,'Worldly Afﬀeairs on: this, 
as on -any other Day, could be brought to-join with thoſe 
few who chooſe at this time to attend the Publick Worſhip, 
and thus to ſhew their Love to their dear Lord who was 
.content to die :for:*them. GEEh 

- qthly, Men deſpiſe Gol with a flagrant Impiety as well 
.as Folly, when they d#ſpiſe the Riches of his Goodneſs, 'and 
Forbearance, and Lo offering, Rom.*'2. 4. 2. e. the Means 
and Opponunithe-of ace -and Salvation- offered-to them 
in the Goſpet: When they deſpiſe and ridicule his Word, 
his Sacraments, his Miniſters, and ether his profeſſed 'Ser- 
vants, barely becauſe they are his. The Promiſe Chriſt 
-made to his Apoſtles, That he would be with them-always, even 
to the end of the World, muſt, in all Reaſon, be extended to 
all thoſe: who are deputed ſucceſſively -by and from -them, 
to teach and baptize in his Name: and: conſequently that 
Judgment our Bleſſed Lord makes in this Matter, Lzke ro. 
161: He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me 5 and he that deſpiſeth 
me, ' deſpiſeth him that ſent me, will be of the ſame Force, 
and pr:duce the:{ame Effet, and draw the ſame Puniſhment 
-upon all ſuch Defpiſers of the Grace of the Goſpel,to the 
End- of 'the World. E215] Hi VALE UBS. 
Theſe Bold and Daring Wits; or Brave, Reſohite' Minds, 
T es Eſprits Forts, "as they complement one another, are 
Men of *great 'Seniſe indeed, as Seriſe and Reaſon are two ve- 
Ty oppoſite Principles : For by ſantaſtick; airy, 1nconſiftent 
Schemes of Nature, they 'either try' wholly :to thruft God 
-out 'of the' World he: made, and' leave us nothing - but E- 
ternal Matter and Motion inſtead of the Creator ; orto elude 
| | his 
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his Providence and Concern. in governing Humane Aﬀairs z 
or at leaft to 'ſcoff -out aH Reveal'd Religion, as an Artifice 
or Trick to ſerve the Intereſts of the Church, or State. 

And, to the Shame and Reproach of our Nation, ſome of 
theſe triumph as infolently over the Goſpel of our Bleſfed 
Saviour, and other the moft. credible and beſt atteſted Books 
in the whole World; as Lxcretizs and Epicurys juſtly did over 
that Idolatrous and Superſtitious Worſhip of Dzmons, which 
was the Religion of the Times and Places in which they I:- 
ved. Nos equat ViForia Celo 15 the common Motto beth of 
the Atheiſts of thoſe Days, and of the more refined Deiſts 
and Anti-ſcripturiſts of -ours. 

But beſides theſe bare-faced Deſpiſers of that Goodneis of 
God, which ſhould lead them- to Repentance, there are but 
too many others who tncurr the like Guilt and Penalty in a 


diffcrent way : They think theſe believe the whole Goſpel, | (\ 


and are horribly afraid thoſe things are true, which they 
have Reaſon in their preſent Condition to wiſh were nct fo. 
However, they ſo totally negle&, and by Interpretation de- 
{piſe the Grace of the Goſpel, that they never diſpoſe them- 

elves to make uſe of thoſe Means of Salvation our Bleſſed S1- 
viour hath peremptorily required in order to that Fnd. 


As for Example: Our Lord, who hath certainly a Right 


to-enatt what Laws he thinks fit, for the governing his own 
Subjects, hath expreſly ordain'd two Sacraments or viſible 
Signs of, and Means, whereby thoſe Spiritual Blefiings he 
hath purchafed for us, are both repreiente4 and convey'd to 
us. When Infants, we are indeed by Baptiſm admitted into 
that new Covenant of which Chriſt is the Mediator; as the 
Jewiſh Infants were into.the former by Circumcifion. Being 
baptized in, or into (#s = wa) the Name of the Father; 
and of. the Son, and-of the Holy Ghoſt; we do oblige our 
{elves to the Belief of all the Doctrines or Traths, and Obe- 
edience to all the Precepts of the Goſpel. We ſolemnly 
WM - 'C FD 4298 By 
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by-qur'Sureties do then. ge ur {clyes: in that ſecond Co-- 


" < . 


yenant which God the Father js. pleasd.to make with. fall n- 
Man in the Blood of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, ſhed for the Remiſ- 
ſion. of their- Sins, and. through. the Sandtification of that. 


Holy Spirit by which the Children of- God are regenerated, 


inſtructed; guided, and enabled to perform all that is now. 


required of them, in order to that Eternal Lite which Chriſt 
hath purchaſed for all-his. | 


But our Lord hath alſo. ordained "another Sacrament, that. 
of: the Lord's Supper ar Excharii? ; to the Celebration where- 


of all adult Chriſtians are obliged. by his expreſs Command, 


Take, eat, this is my Body, Matth. 26. and drink ye all of it.. 


This do in remembrance of me, Luke 22. 19. The End our 
Bleſſed Lord propoſes, viz. Ehat by ſuch viſible Repreſenta- 
tion of his Body torn and broken, and his Blood. ſhed for. 
us, we ſhould often call to mind, be deeply aftefted with, 
and thankfully own his inconceivable Love towards us, is 


Reaſon enough ſure to any Man who loves his-Saviour, and 
refletts on the unſpeakable Benefits he reaps from his Death. 


and Paſſion, readily to comply with fo juſt and reaſonable .a 
Command. | *: | 
But this whole Attion being alſo a ſolemn Profeſſion of, 


or the. avouching and renewing that Cavenant we entered in- 


to with Godin and by Chriſt at our Baptiſm; And an open 


Declaration (as it was inall Feaſts upon a Sacrifice) that we - 
are devoted to his Service, of whoſeTable-we partake ; As alfo 
that we are in League and Confederacy with, and do bear 


an eſpecial, hearty. Good-willto all Members of . Chriſt's My< 
ſt'cal Body ;- theſe are all ſo many very > Oo Arguments for 
the frequent uſe of ſo neceſlary and profitable a Duty to every 
Pagus and conſiderate Mind. | = 
From all which 'tis evident, that they who hve'in a total 
or very groſs Neglect of this. Sacrament. of the Lord*s Su 


o 


per, whatever.they. pretend; have no regard to ap expreſs, | 


politive Precept of Chriſt ;. and that by not- taking upon 
themſelves, 
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themſelves, when they come to Years'of. Diſcretion, (if ſuch 
Perſons:can ever be thought ſo' to do,) the Vow made* in 
their Name by their Soreties ; Or rjot often renewing it, brit 
-obſtinately. declining ſuch avow'd Profefiion of the Rela- 


, 


, 


tion-they ſtand in to Chriſt, and that Dependence-on him, for hel Y 


.the Remiſſion of their Sins, and Eternal Life, as himſelf re- 

uires, they do- in effe& unchriſten themſelves again, - AM 
thofe formal, out-ſide Chriſtians, F ſay, who either out of 
ſpiritual Pride, as if they needed not thoſe Aſliftances Chriſt 
thought fit to afford his own Diſciples; or out of a wilful 
Ignorance and affeCtted Inconfideration of ſuch'plain Truths 
or becauſe they are under the Power of any worldly Luſt cr 
{enſaal inordinate Paſlion, which they cannot, or do not re- 
ſolve yet to: quit, do wilfully or careldly refuſe their Obedi- 
ence to Chriſt in ſo- eaſte an Inftance, and of ſuch Conſe- 
quence towards their better obſerving all ttis other Laws, do 
in effeft renounce all Intereſt in his Death and Paſſion, and 
diſown him for their Lord' and Saviour. 

And all thoſe who come very ſeldom,- or only out of ſe- 
cular Regards, to-the Lord's Table, where they have Oppot- 
tunity of doing it often, oaght ſeriouſly and fadly to corfi- 
_ der whether ſuch their Negte& and Coldneſs' proceed not 
from want of Love to Chriſt, want of a due Senſe of what 
our Blefſed Lord hath done and ſuffered, in order to their be- 
ing ſaved from Eternal Puniſhment : Whether it proceed not 
from too little Care of their immortal} Souls, and too moch 
Love 'of theſe periſhing things : Whether they are'rict fo'in- 


tangled in'a- criminal Love of the Wo!1d, the Luſt of the” 


Fleſh, ' the Luſt* of the” Eyes, or the Pride of Life, x John 11. 
15, 16.3. e. unlawful, fenfual' Pleaſures, inortliriate Love 
of: Money,- or an undue Purſuit of, and vatuing: themfelves 


. uporr ſecular Advatitages, that the Pove of, God” is not in”. | 


them: 


.. ns 


5thly, Men deſpiſe God when they ab&it and*coun tenance,. 
oriat" leaſt do.net diſapprove, but'aſlociate themfelires with” 
Sas C » | x 
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his. open Enemies: Such are all. impious, bold Diſputers: 
againſt Revealed Religion, and God's. Gracious Method: for 
_ the Salvation of Mankind; profane- Swearers and. Blaſphe- 
merz of God and Chriſt  Comman Drunkards, all who: 
make their Belly, or. their Money their God, who, as Natu-- 
ral. Brute Beaſts, live in- avow'd Senſuality, Riot, Unelean-: 
neſs, Villany, and mind only Earthly things. For not only 
the wallowing in the Mire of Senſuality, and muddy Athe-- 
;{m, but. the. A far approving and. juſtifying thoſe who are 
openly guilty. of Impiety. and Debauchery in any kind, as to, 
choo their Company and Converſation ; and thus. having 
Fellowſhip with theſe Works of Darkneſs which, St. Paul tells. 
us, we ought rather to reprove, Ephel. 5. 11. 1s an apparent. 
diſhonouring of. God and Chriſt. The bare ſuffering Men 
of. Atheiſtical Principles, and Profane, Brutal, Villanous. 
Lives, ta paſs with us for Men of goad Senſe, and of more 
than ordinary Penetration, and-ſuch as vnderſtand-the World. 
and Humane Nature better than. othersdo, tends very much. 
to promote the Kingdom of the Devil, and to leflen the Re-. 
putacion and Credit of Piety and Vertue, or of that King-- 
dom of God whi-ch confiſts:in Righteouſneſs and true Holi-- 
neſs. EpiFetus teaches his. Philoſopher , if- any thing be- 
done- or ſaid, in his Preſence, which ſhocks-his Modeſty and. 
Vertue, either to reprove the Offender, if. that be like to do: 
any good ;. or at. leaſt to teſtifie his Diſſike by his Loaks or- 
Geſture, or leaving the Company. thereupon. And, ſurely: 
then no Man who. fears God,. and loves: his Saviour Chriſt, 
can tamely hear his. Honour blaſphemed, or ſee:his Autho- 
rity deſpiſed, and his.Laws trampled upon, and his Servants. 
and Friends ridiculed, without ſhewing a. deep Reſentment: 
of ſiich Afﬀront offered. to his Sovereign Lord and-the King 
of the whole Euth.. St. Paz! exprefly forbids all Converſa-. 
tion, and' even Civil Commerce, with ſuch : I have writer - 
unto you, 1.Cor. 5. 11. not to keep Company; if any Man that 
is. calf'd. a Brother, i. e..any baptized Chriſtian,. be a. Forni-- 


cator, 


an an Extortioner, with ſuch one not:to eat. 


6thly, Men: greatly deſpiſe God, ' when they ſet up any 
Bye-Laws, or either in Prattice, or Intention, Reſolution, 


and Purpoſe, conform themſelves teany Maxims, Cuſtoms, 
and Uſages, expreſly contrary tothe Laws and Will of .God. 
-might-inſtance in ſeveral too generally /Receiy'd and Faſhion- 
able Vices. Such are that ſottiſh Cuſtom of making intempe- 
rate Drinking, and vying with one: anather- who ſhall be 


moſt Fool, or'moſt Beaſt, or Madman, the-Recreation-or Pa-- 
{time of. ſome; the Civility of others, : and the daily Bufineſs 


of too: many-: Living in, or committing Adultery, which paſ- 


ſes under the fine: Name of Gallantry' with ſome, or,avow'd+ | 
Incontinency of any kind whatever':.Uling Oaths and Impre-- 
cations; notiin Paftion only, butas Fringes to their common, 
filly Chat, or by way of: Deftance to. the Chriſtian Religion::: 
Treating the Goſpel:of Chriſt, and all the Ways and Methods: 


of. Salvation, with the utmoſt Contempt and Scorn, and all 


Conſcientious, Wiſe, and . Good -Chriſtians, as Fools and: 


Madmen. - For:«certainly Men do deſpiſe God to an heinous 
degree, when. either the Authority of Great or Rich Men, 


or the Vogue and Number of the. Common Herd of Man- 
kind; overbears them into an: undue.Compliance with any 
Breach of God's Law..' This is: evidently to prefer the Folly - 
of Men to tie Wiſdom of God, and: in a'plaiy Compe.1 ion : 
to have more: Regard :to: Men; to: Fear 'and Obey Men more! 
than: God 3, which 15, by Interpretation; ta werſbip. the: Crea- + 
ture, and thoſe of the vileſt ſo:t.too,. (for ſuch isevery Re-- 
ſolv'd, Obſtinate Sinner, in the Account of God) wore than: 
the Creator, Rom. 25.. But at preſent:I will inft{t only .upon 
that Crying andimoſt Deteſtable, buttoo-Reputable and Eſta- 
blifli'd, Sit amongſt the Men: of Figure'and:Breeding, or 
Quality 1 this Nation, viz. That they think theyare cbli-: 
ged.in Point of Honour, 'and do often do in Fad; ſacrifice" 
their own: Lives, and: that of their :Chriftian Brother, 0: 
FENCE their- 
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cator,. os Covetons; or av Idolater, or a Railer, or a Duikard, 


* 
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their Reſentment. of the lighteſt Injary.3n: ſelf; « ſhabe 
Blow on the Cheek,. (which Chrift\exprelly..commands:.us 
not only 'to-take patiently, but. to ventireaſecand,'tather 
than reture-the firſt, ).or .2- raflb, inconifiderate Word from.a 
Man dounk; perhaps, either with Wine-on Paſiton::; This 
wicked ' Ait o6ri:Frade..of :Dauelling: was; ivery probably, as 
ſome have-thobghe, introduced bythe Devil among the An-! 
. cient Gals; in;-tiew of thoſe Hiamane: Sacrifices, for which 
that Nation. was frfamous. before they recerved Chriſtiani- 
ty.;i thao ſo the-Devil might {ti}t have. his' Wonkhip, -and his 
Votaries, 'tho? mudbr anothen Form:and a different Pretence. 
And/it muſt be: own'd, thavifens thus wilfullyMurdering ant. 
another in cool Blood; er:Minilaughtering in hot Moody (as 
we mike a Diſtin&tjon,' which is very pernicious tothe Lives; 
and Souls. of Men, :where God's Law makes nane;:citherias 
toithe 'Sin, or Puniſhment;) an the: ſlighteſt: /Provocation, 
out of aPrinciple of - Honour, 15:one- great Hold the:Devit 
hath on thoſe who: value: themſelves upon their-Birth, ar 
Education, and ſuchothers as follow:their ill Example, and 
1s no mean Support of Satan's Kingdom. among us... FTherw' 
needs no:other Proof of this,:nor ather Argitiment againſt 
ſuch horrid: Impiety, and: ſhameleſs Contempt of: the wioft- 
importantLaws both'of: God: and all Civilizzd Nations, than 
to remember, that we Chriſtians renounced' at our Baptiſm, 
the Devil and all/his Works, the Pomps and Vanities oft this: 
wicked World, 7. e. ill Homage: to/him, and all other-finfu]! 
Cuſtoms whatever, and: however 'generally receividand en-: 
courag'd by the greateſt Examples ;- and that we promifed to 
walk in Go1's Commandments all the Days of our Lives: © 
Belidesithat, ſuch Proud Wrath, Malice, and Revenge.. are 
of..all other Sins; the mo(t: contrary; as; well to: the Nature: 
and Deſign; asto'the moſt clear, and moſt-freqently incuiltiac! 
ted Precepts:of 'Chriſt. . Our Lord enjoins us, if we will be) 
lis Diſciples, to forgive our Brother 70:times 7, 3: e. almoſt 
5goo.times 2: He: inſerts 'itias a: neceffary” Condition: for our: 
7:40] obtaining 
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obtaining the Patdon pf our Sigs from, God, in. that ſhore 
Form.of. Prayer hebath Siven us forour daily uſe ;. Forgive 
#3 our Debts, ' as we forgive our Debtors, Matth. 6. 9, Or, be- 
cauſe, For we alſo forgive every one, Luke 11. 4. that is indeb- 
ted to us. can any Man now, who believes and refle&ts 
on..theſe things, be. ſo. much. a Gentleman, and- ſo little a 
Chriſtian, or a Wiſe Man, as. to think himſelf 'bound, be- 
cauſe he wears a:Sword, and-a Title, and a Coat of Arms, 
either by.Deſcent, or for his Money, or for ſome other Rea- 
ſon he will leſs care to. give, as to Ot as Brother's Throat, 
with an equal hazard of. his awn, and of the Damnation of 
them both, for an affronting Look, or an haſty, fooliſh 
Word, or a rude Blow he ſcarcely feels ? Here, certainly, 
if .ever that Pious Man would cry out, Either this is not the + 
Goſpel of. Chriſt, or theſe Men of nice Honourz, but of no 
Conſcience, no Regard to their God, 'cr to their own- Souls, 
are downright Vagans and Infidels, Monſters of Men, .orany 
thing rather than Chriſtians. . From theſe Premiſes I think it 
will be evident, to ev'ry Unprejudiced, Thinking Man, That 
he, whoout of this Pique of falſe Honour (for ſuch ouſt 
that needs be which obliges .us .by wilful Diſobedience,; and 
Refuſal of Eternal Life,to:trample upon. the; Authority of our - 
Soverign Lord, and moſt tender, Father, and upon the Blood 
of our moſt Gracious Redeemer, ſhed for us, out of Regard 
only to the Eſteem of the, moſt Fooliſh and Wicke.l Men,) 
actually doth, or lives in a. conſtant Reſolution, upon any 
Aﬀrant offered :him, deliberately and : wilfully to, mardcr - 
(or hazard the ſo doing) either his own orihis Brother's Soul, - 
as well as Body, or perhaps both, doth as truly renounce the 
Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, and all Hopes, of, Salvation by 
him, as if he ſhot at his Pitture,; or burnt Incenſe ro;the De- 
vil, or uttered the moſt blaſphemous Words againſt God and 
Chriſt. For what greater Indignity can any Man offer tothe 
Supreme Law-giver and. Judge of the World, and his Blef- 
| | ſed 
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ſed Redeemer, than when God'hath ſaid, ,Thow'ſbalt not kill; 
and Chriſt has enjoin'd all his,” to love their Enemies, to bleſs 
thoſe that curſe them, to do good 4to thoſe that hate them, and 
pray for thoſe that deſpitefully uſe them, hall, notwithſtanding 
all this, by killing his Brother, , or dying himſelt in. a mor- 
tal Sin unrepented of, confign one, or rather boch their 
Souls, to' that everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil, who 
was a Murtherer from the Beginning ? 

But, to the Praiſe 'of Almighty God be it fpoken, and to 
the Edification, and for the Example of all who love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, we have a freſh and publick 
Inſtance of a Truly Honourable Patriot, (for ſuch are all 
thoſe, who honouring God above all things, are honoured 
by Him,) who had the true Chriſtian Courage to refuſe to go 


1. Out and fight, tho' upon the greateſt Provocation. 'He,” 
. doubtleſs, remembred thet he was Devoted to the Service, 


Baptized into the Faith, and Obliged to Imitate the Patience 
of the Meek and Lowly Jeſus, wwo, when he was reviled, 
Teviled not again. He deſpiſed, as every Wiſe and Good 
Man doth, the Laughter of thoſe Fools who make a Mock 
at Sin; and choſe to follow'the Steps of his Blefled Lord, 
who alſo ſuffered forus, leaving us an Example of Patience 
and Long-ſuffering, and forgiving Offenders. And he hath 
Reaſon to hope, that his Gracious Maſter, tor whoſe ſake 
he was ready to take up this Croſs, when thus laid down 
before him, will reward his thus confeſling him before Men, 
with an eternal Weight of Glory, inſtead of the yain, empty 
Applanſe of Fool-hardy'and ungodly Sinners. In the mean 
-rime, let his Memory be bleſſed, whilſt the Name of the Wicked 
fbatl rot, Prov. 16. 7. . Let his true Piety be commended, 
-Wis Wiſdom'juſtified; the Honour he 'did his God and hitm- 
elf too, inthe Judgment' of the: Beſt and Wiſeſt Men, by 
his ſteady ReſoJution to. p"efer his Duty to all other Con- 
-fiderations, b2 imitated by all thoſe who by paticrt Cont:- 
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2uance in well-doing,(and ſuffering too, )according to God's Will, 
ſeek for Glory, and Hononr, and Immortality, Rom. 2. 7. 


IT. I come now, Secondly, to conſider and ſhew what 
Obligations we are under, and how great Reaſon we have 
to honour God ; and at the ſame time to refle& upon the ut- 
ter Unreaſonablcneſs, and Fully, or Madneſs of dcſpiling 
Him. 

1ſt. Then, We ought to Honour God, tecauſe he crea- 
ted us for this very End, and with this Deſign. Thar All- 
wiſe and Almighty Gcodnels, which can do nothing in vain, 
by giving us thoſe Faculties and Capacities which fi: us for 
the Knowledge, and Fear, and Love of himſelf; and for 
A-lmiring, and Truſting upon him, and Reſerring in all 
things to him, as our Laſt End and Supreme Felicity, doth 
by all theſe Powers and Abilities ſtrongly engage us to 1m- 
ploy them all about himſelf, and in Obedience to his Will ; 
which is our Natural and Proper Way of Honouring him, 
and of being made truly Happy in ſuch ConjunCtion with, 
and Dependence on him. 

This People have I formed for my ſelf, they ſhall ſhew forth my 
Praiſe, Taiah 43. 21. is true in the Deſign and Purpoſe of 
God, of the whole Poſterity of Adam, as well as that of 
Iſrael; ſo that they who have only the Book of the Creation 
are without Excuſe, Row. 1. 20. if from that Knowledge 
of him which they may there get, they do not glorifie him as 
God, and are not thankful to him. This the beſt and wiſeſt 
Heathens often own. If we had the Mind and Reaſon of 
Men, faith one *, what other Buſineſs ſhould 
we have, by our Selves, or in Company, but to * = mom Tags 
honour, and praiſe, and ſpeak good of God, ia. re Fe 
and to give him Thanks £ And again, Since 
IT am a Rational Being, T muſt ſing God's Praiſes. This is my 
proper Work, which 1 do, and will do, as long as he gives me 

| | D this 
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this Powers and Texhort all other Men to do the ſame with me. 
Plato 6. de Leg. makes this the beſt and- moſt important 
Reaſon for Marriage, That a Mar onght to 
_* "Os x6 dry" take care for an everlaſting Succeſſion of his 
lh gy 4 pi. Species or Kind ; that by his leaving Children 
Sov rer6imvrs ( vitai lampada tradens) who ſhould leave 
wif FTE "$A other Children, God may always have ſome 
ies. to riſe up and ſerve him in his ſtead, A wile 
and noble Thought of the Divine Philoſo- 
pher! which, I fear, enters but ſeldom into the Heads of 
moſt Chriſtians in their Deliberations about this Matter. And: 
which will however oblige all good Men to.a great Care that 
their Ca1}dren be ſo educated, that God may have ſo many 
Servants, (not Enemies,) in their Families, to attend him in 
their room. | 
2dly, We ſtand engag'd to honour God, and by no means 
to deſpiic or diſregard him, upon account of that Honour 
he hath done us in giving us theſe Capacities.of Knowing, 
and Loving, and Adoring his Perfe&ions ; of Acting thus 
upon him, and Receiving the Direftions and Influences of 
his Holy Spirit, ſor our Guidance, Comfort, and Supportin 
this our Pilgrimage. God created Man only, of. all viſible, 
{ublunary Creatures, in his own Tmage, and after: his own 
Likeneſs, that. he might be capable of holding Communion 
and. Correſpondence with: himſelf : Thou haft made him a lit- 
He lower than the Angels, Plalm 8. Thon haſt crowned him with 
Glory and Honour. But beſides, God: has bcen pleas'd tore- 
veal Himicif, and the Gracious Purpoſes he has towards us 
Chriſtians, now more fully nnder the Goſpel ; and by aſ-- 
fuming, our Nature into ſuch Nearneſs to himſelf, as we are 
_ Not. able to comprehend, hath given us Aſſurance, by his 
own Son, that he hath (ach aGlorious Inheritance in reſerye 
for. ns, as cannot enter now into our Thoughts. 


3dly, 
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2dly, As'tis the Prerogative.of our Being, to be able ; ſo 
It greatly conduces to the higheſt Perfettion of our Nature, 
to be much imploy'd in the Honour and Service of God, 
and in a.conſtant Obedience to his Will. If the frequent 
Converſation of. Wiſe and Good Men hath a kind of ſana- 
tive Conta&#, if T may ſo ſpeak, and is apt to diſpoſe us to 
be like them, how much more muſt frequent Thoughts of 
God, and daily cloſe Attendance upon the Supreme Good, 
the Father of Lights, and Giver of every Good Gift, enlighten 
our Minds to diſcern, and incline our Wills to chooſe, and 
order, and reCtifie our Aﬀettions, to purſue all thoſe Ver- 
tunes and Graces, which may make us moſt reſemble, and fo 
be moſt acceptable to that God, whom we then moſt ho- 
nour when we molt carefully imitate ? - 

4thly, To honour Gcd is our trueſt Intereſt, and our 
greateſt Advantage. By this we ſecure our (clves from all 
real Evil ; we ſecure to. our ſelves all true Good ; God will 
honour us, will own us for his Servants, nay his Friends 
and his Children. Almighty Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, 
will ſtand engag'd on our Behalf to take care of us, to de- 
fend, and provide for, and bleſs us here ; and in the next 
Life He will glorifie us with Himſelf in his Heavenly 
Kingdom. | 


I ſhall conclude with two Inferences or Uſes; one of 
which may ſerve to Govern or Re#ifie our Judgment, the 
other our Practice. 


1. We may hence learn how we ought to eſteem and value 
both our Selves and all other Men, viz. Not by the Braggs 
of Life, outward periſhing things, Wealth, Titles, &*c. but 
by. ſolid Piety and Integrity, by Humility and Charity, by 
Fearing, Loving, and: Obeying God, without reſerve, in 
deſpight of all, either the Allurements or Frowns, and Per- 
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ſecutions, or faſhionable and' prevailing ſinful Cuſtoms of 
the World: By a Sincere, Prudent, and Fervent Zeal for 
the Honour of our Lord and Maſter, and for the Salvation 
of the Souls of Men. Theſe are thoſe Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit, by our bearing much, of which Chriſt tells us, Joh: 
T5. 8, that his Father is glorified; or God is honoured: by 
all his True Diſciples. 

God certainly muſt be allow'd to be the higheſt Spring 
and Original, as of all other Good, ſo of Real and ſub- 
ſtanti:l Honour ; and the beſt Judge too, both of the thing 
and of thoſe who pretend thereto. And therefore Tart; 
of quiſque quanti eſt apud Deum ; Every Man-is ju of that 

alue which God values him at, and no more, 1s a Maxim of 
evident, undeniable Truth. And God hath here given us 
his Peremptory Decifion 1n this Matter : For them that honour 
ze, &:, Qui antem contemnunt me erunt Ienobiles. Vulgat 
Thoſe who deſpiſe me, ſhall be (are) baſe and mean Fel- 
lows, Men of no Good Breeding or Q-ality, or Reputation. 
Ke 5 ifubeydv us imuetrnmw, as the 70 read it, Honore privabitur. 
He that makes light, makes nothing of me, ſhall, forliving 
without God in the World, be ſtripp'd even of the Dignity 
of his Humare Nature, be degraded, ſunk down m:o the 
Rank of B-ute Eeaſts. | 


Tayfer. 2. From the whole Hiſtory of FJ; and hi; Faulty- 
Condut, in relation to his Impious Children, and God's hez-. 
vy Judzments denounced and execuied upon Himſelf and 
Family, we may learn, that we are obliged not only to ho. 
nour God in our own Perſons, by an Exemplary; Avow'd. 
Obe1ience to all his Laws, and a viſible Care and Study in 
all things to demean our ſelves as his Servants and Children, 
with a great Preference to all other Relations or Confidera- 
tions whatſcever ; but that we are farther tound to influence 
and engage all others, as far as we can, to make the ſame 


wiſe 
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wiſe anJ advantagicus Choice we our felves have done. 
In order whereto, we are to take all Prudent, Juſtifyable, 
and Ch:ritable Meaſures, for the Preventing, Hindering, 
and Reftraining others fronrSin, where we have any Autho- 
rity or Legal Foax#er, and Reaſonable Hope of doing any 
thing to:vards ſo Worthy and Noble an End. | As allo, we 
are to put all the Stops we can to the Spreading of the 1n- 
feftious Plague of Sin, by bringing thoſe to condign Punith- 
ment who are openly and ſcandalouſly wicked, or ſeem 
otherwiſe incurable. God here judges, 7. e. feverely puniſh- 
es, Eli's Houſe, becauſe his Sons made themſelves vile, ( ac- 
curſed, hateful to God, and all good Men, ) and he re- 
ſtrained rhem not. He tcok not effeFuil Care, by puniſh- 
ing them as the Law directed and required, to put an end to-. 
their Lewd, Atheiſtical Profanation of God's Worſhip, and 
thoſe other Villanies they went on to praQtife : For this grofs 
Neglect of his,and fondly forbearing to puniſh his Sons as he 
ought to have done, God charges El: with honouring his 
Sons above his God, 1 Sam. 11. 29. Now all Subordinate 
as well as Supreme Magiſtrates, are Patre: Patrie in. their 
Place and Degree ; and as they have the Honour, ſo ought 
they to diſcharge the Duty of Common Parents ; theFirſt 
and moſt neceflary Part of which is, That- they do all they 
poſſibly can by Inſtruction, by their own Example, by Ad- 
monition, and, if need be; by Correttion too, to engage 
all under their Authority to Fear, and Love, and Obey 
that God, for whom, 3.e. in order to whoſe Honour and: 
Glory, and not their own, they bear Rule over others. 

If therefore Subordinate Magiſtrates or Parents, or Maſters, 
fhall, oat of any Worldly Conlideration whatever, ſuch as are 
Hopes, Fears, Secular Advantages, or Reproaches, neglect and 
ſo:bear to Rule for God; to Reſtrain and Puniſh, as the 
Laws demand, thoſe who make themſelves vile, all Impious; 
Profane Miſcreants, or otherwiſe Flagitious Criminals, by all 
| _ Ways: 
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Ways their Authority will bear them out, in, and furniſh 
them with, they have Reaſon to fear that God will charge 
them too at the laſt Day with honouring the Sons of Belial, 
his open Enemies, the vileſt of Men, more than they ho- 
nour him ; from whom they derive their Honour and Autho- 
rity, which they ought therefore to imploy chielly in ma- 
king him to be Reverenc'd and Obey'd, as far as in them | 
lieth. | 

But bleſſed be the Goodneſs of God, who. at this low Ebb 
of Chriſtianity, in this degenerate Nation, hath ſtirred up 
the Spirits and rais'd. the Courage of Men of all Orders, 
Ages, Conditions, from the higheſt to the loweſt, to com- 
bine together Publickly ts own the too- much-negleCtted Cauſe 
of GoJ and Chriſt, Theſe, by their own Innocent and 
Exemplary. Pious Lives, and other Prudent Ways, endeavour 
to ſtem-that Torrent of Infidelity, Impiety, and Immorality, 
which threatens the Ruine of our Church 'and State. And 
this Spirit of unfeigned Piety, and undaunted Zeal for a 
General Reformation, which appears now in Men of Autho- 
rity and Intereſt, makes us hope that we ſhall neither want 
ſuch farther good Laws as we may need Effeftually to ſup- 
preſs all open Irreligion and Vice; nor Magiſtrates of Chri- 
{tian Courage enough to put thoſe Laws in due and full Exe- 
cution. 

Let vs go. on then, my Br.thren, in the Name of Almigh- 
ty God, and in Dependence -upon his Aid, thus to Conteſs 
our Bleſſed Lord and Saviourtefore Men; to own Him and 
his Holy Religion by an Holy, Unreprovable, Shining Con- 
verlation, led in all Godlineſs and Honeſty z and by all other 
Ways and Means of Advancing and Promoting his Kingdom 
_ in the World. Let us eſteem it our higheſt Honour to be the 

Servants and Sons of God, the great King and Lord over all ; 
to be the Diſciples and the Friends of our Bleſſed Redeemer, 
and to reſemble him as far as we are able: And let us look 

upon 
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pon it as our trueſt Conrage, to deſpiſe and trample upon 
all that Falſe, Bare Natneof Honour, il] and fooliſh Men 
give to one another, in Compariſon of that True Honour 
that comes from God only. And if at any time we come to 
ſuffer as Chriſtians, let us not be aſhamed, but glorifie our Goal, 
and praiſe him on that behalf, 1 Pet. 4. 16. I Conclude with 
St. Paul's Exhortation, Coloſ. 3. 23, 24. And whatſoever ye 
do, doit heartily, as to the Lord; and not unto Men ; Know- 
ing, that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the Reward of the Tnheri- 
 Fance : for. ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt, To whom, with the Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Spirit, te all Glory and Honour, now 
and forever. | | 
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